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Tracy Wuster : Mark Twain, American Humorist (Mark Twain and His Circle)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mark Twain, American Humorist (Mark Twain and 
His Circle): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy benjamin d lisleExcellent work.

Mark Twain, American Humorist examines the ways that Mark Twain’s reputation developed at home and abroad in 
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the period between 1865 and 1882, years in which he went from a regional humorist to national and international 
fame. In the late 1860s, Mark Twain became the exemplar of a school of humor that was thought to be uniquely 
American. As he moved into more respectable venues in the 1870s, especially through the promotion of William Dean 
Howells in the Atlantic Monthly, Mark Twain muddied the hierarchical distinctions between class-appropriate leisure 
and burgeoning forms of mass entertainment, between uplifting humor and debased laughter, and between the 
literature of high culture and the passing whim of the merely popular.

“What makes this book a fresh and welcome addition to Mark Twain criticism is its focus on particular aspects of 
cultural production: periodicals, the lyceum circuit, after-dinner speeches, subscription publishing, and the book mock-
ups prepared for the canvassers. Wuster is particularly good at bringing us in close for an inspection of the machinery 
of cultural judgment in periodicals, reviews of authors and their comic writing, as well as reviews of performance on 
the lecture circuit.”—James Caron, author of Mark Twain, Unsanctified Newspaper Reporter 


